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Abstract 

Indian English fiction has undergone remarkable transformation in the postcolonial and globalized era. Among contemporary 

Indian novelists, Amitav Ghosh and Aravind Adiga occupy significant positions because of their unique narrative styles, 

linguistic experimentation, and representation of Indian society. The present research paper attempts a comparative stylistic 

analysis of selected novels of Amitav Ghosh and Aravind Adiga. The study explores the stylistic features employed by these 

writers in order to represent social reality, cultural identity, class conflict, marginalization, and globalization. The research 

focuses on narrative techniques, diction, symbolism, imagery, satire, irony, code-switching, and characterization used in their 

novels. Amitav Ghosh’s narrative style reflects historical consciousness, multiculturalism, and intellectual depth, whereas 

Aravind Adiga’s style demonstrates sharp realism, satire, and socio-political criticism. Through comparative analysis, the 

paper highlights the similarities and differences in their stylistic approaches and examines how language becomes an important 

medium for social commentary. The study concludes that both writers enrich Indian English fiction through innovative 

stylistic experimentation and realistic representation of contemporary Indian society. 
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Introduction 
Indian English literature has emerged as one of the most 
vibrant fields in contemporary literary studies. Indian 
novelists writing in English have successfully portrayed the 
complexities of Indian society, culture, politics, and identity 
through innovative literary techniques. Among such writers, 
Amitav Ghosh and Aravind Adiga have gained international 
recognition for their remarkable contribution to Indian 
English fiction. Their novels not only portray Indian 
realities but also employ distinctive stylistic devices that 
make their works aesthetically rich and socially meaningful. 
Stylistics is an important branch of literary criticism that 
studies language, structure, and literary expression in texts. 
It examines how writers use linguistic elements to create 
meaning, emotion, and artistic effect. Stylistic analysis 
includes the study of diction, syntax, imagery, symbolism, 
tone, narrative voice, irony, and other literary devices. In the 
context of Indian English fiction, stylistic studies help 
readers understand how language reflects social, political, 
and cultural realities. 
Amitav Ghosh is widely known for his historical 
imagination, intellectual narration, and multicultural themes. 
His novels such as The Shadow Lines, Sea of Poppies, and 
The Hungry Tide combine history, memory, migration, and 
environmental concerns with sophisticated narrative 
techniques. Ghosh’s language is highly descriptive and 
layered with historical references and cultural hybridity. His 
stylistic approach reflects depth, complexity, and narrative 
experimentation. 
On the other hand, Aravind Adiga is recognized for his 
realistic portrayal of modern India, especially issues related 
to poverty, corruption, class division, and capitalism. His 
famous novel The White Tiger presents the harsh realities of 
Indian society through dark humor, satire, and first-person 
narration. Adiga’s language is direct, sharp, and socially 
provocative. His style reflects urban realism and 
contemporary socio-political criticism. 
The comparative study of Amitav Ghosh and Aravind Adiga 
becomes important because both writers represent different 

dimensions of Indian society through contrasting stylistic 
methods. While Ghosh uses historical and philosophical 
narration, Adiga employs realism and satire to expose social 
inequalities. Their works demonstrate how style functions 
not merely as aesthetic ornamentation but also as a powerful 
medium of ideological expression. 
The present study aims to analyze and compare the stylistic 
features in selected novels of Amitav Ghosh and Aravind 
Adiga. It examines how linguistic choices, narrative 
patterns, and literary devices contribute to the thematic 
richness of their novels. The study also attempts to explore 
the relationship between language and social reality in 
contemporary Indian English fiction. 
 
Objectives of the Study 
1. To examine the stylistic features used in the selected 

novels of Amitav Ghosh and Aravind Adiga. 
2. To analyze the narrative techniques employed by both 

writers. 
3. To compare the linguistic and literary devices used in 

their fiction. 
4. To study how style contributes to social and cultural 

representation. 
5. To evaluate the role of stylistics in understanding 

contemporary Indian English fiction. 
 
Research Questions 
1. What are the major stylistic features found in the 

selected novels of Amitav Ghosh and Aravind Adiga? 
2. How do narrative techniques differ in the works of 

these writers? 
3. In what ways does language function as a tool of social 

criticism in their novels? 
4. How do the authors use stylistic devices to represent 

Indian society and culture? 
 

Research Methodology 

The present study is qualitative and analytical in nature. The 
researcher uses textual analysis as the primary method for 



 

672 

examining stylistic elements in selected novels of Amitav 
Ghosh and Aravind Adiga. Primary sources include selected 
novels such as The Shadow Lines and The Hungry Tide by 
Amitav Ghosh and The White Tiger and Last Man in Tower 
by Aravind Adiga. Secondary sources include books, 
journal articles, research papers, and literary criticism 
related to stylistics and Indian English fiction. 
The comparative approach is adopted to identify similarities 
and differences in the stylistic techniques of both authors. 
The study focuses on linguistic features such as diction, 
syntax, imagery, symbolism, irony, satire, dialogue, and 
narrative voice. 
 

Stylistic Features in Amitav Ghosh’s Novels 

Historical Narration 

Amitav Ghosh’s novels are deeply rooted in history and 

memory. His narratives often move between past and 

present, creating a multilayered structure. In The Shadow 

Lines, historical events such as the partition and communal 

riots are presented through personal memories and 

fragmented narration. This technique creates emotional 

depth and historical realism. 

 

Descriptive Language 

Ghosh uses rich descriptive language to create vivid 

imagery. His descriptions of landscapes, rivers, villages, and 

cities provide sensory experience to readers. In The Hungry 

Tide, the Sundarbans are portrayed with poetic beauty and 

ecological awareness. 

 

Multiculturalism and Hybrid Language 

Ghosh incorporates different languages, dialects, and 

cultural expressions into his novels. His use of Bengali 

words, maritime vocabulary, and regional expressions 

reflects linguistic diversity and postcolonial identity. 

 

Symbolism and Imagery 

Symbols play an important role in Ghosh’s fiction. Rivers, 

borders, tides, and journeys symbolize identity, migration, 

and human connection. His imagery enhances the 

philosophical and emotional dimensions of the narrative. 

 

Stylistic Features in Aravind Adiga’s Novels 

Realistic Narrative Style 

Aravind Adiga adopts a realistic and direct style to portray 

modern Indian society. His narratives focus on poverty, 

corruption, class exploitation, and urban life. 

 

Satire and Irony 

Satire is one of the most powerful stylistic devices in 

Adiga’s novels. In The White Tiger, Adiga uses irony and 

dark humor to criticize political corruption and social 

inequality. 

 

First-Person Narration 

Adiga frequently uses first-person narration to create 
intimacy and authenticity. Balram Halwai’s narration in The 
White Tiger gives voice to marginalized individuals and 
exposes hidden realities of society. 

 

Simple and Sharp Language 

Unlike Ghosh’s elaborate style, Adiga uses simple and 

conversational language. His sharp sentences and colloquial 

expressions create immediacy and realism. 

Comparative Analysis 

Both Amitav Ghosh and Aravind Adiga are major voices in 

contemporary Indian English fiction, yet their stylistic 

approaches differ significantly. 

Ghosh’s style is intellectual, descriptive, and historically 

layered, whereas Adiga’s style is direct, satirical, and 

socially aggressive. Ghosh emphasizes cultural memory and 

historical continuity, while Adiga focuses on present-day 

social injustice and economic inequality. 

In terms of language, Ghosh employs poetic descriptions 

and complex narrative structures, whereas Adiga uses 

colloquial speech and linear narration. Both writers, 

however, use style as a tool for social commentary. Their 

novels reveal the realities of Indian society from different 

perspectives. 

Another important similarity is their concern for 

marginalized voices. Ghosh represents migrants, refugees, 

and subaltern communities, while Adiga portrays servants, 

poor villagers, and oppressed urban classes. Through 

different stylistic methods, both authors challenge dominant 

social structures and question inequalities. 

 

Conclusion 

The comparative stylistic analysis of Amitav Ghosh and 

Aravind Adiga reveals the richness and diversity of 

contemporary Indian English fiction. Both writers employ 

distinctive narrative strategies and linguistic techniques to 

portray Indian society and culture. Amitav Ghosh’s fiction 

is characterized by historical consciousness, descriptive 

narration, and multicultural language, while Aravind 

Adiga’s novels reflect realism, satire, and socio-political 

criticism. 

The study demonstrates that stylistics is an effective tool for 

understanding literary texts and social realities. Through 

their innovative use of language and narrative structure, 

Ghosh and Adiga contribute significantly to the 

development of Indian English literature. Their novels not 

only entertain readers but also provoke critical reflection on 

history, identity, inequality, and globalization. 

Thus, the stylistic study of their novels offers valuable 

insights into the relationship between language, literature, 

and society. 
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