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Abstract 

This research explores the evolution and adaptation of traditional textile practices among the Miju Mishmi community in 

Arunachal Pradesh, India. Renowned for their intricate weaving techniques and vibrant motifs, the Miju Mishmi textiles are a 

vital expression of cultural identity and indigenous knowledge. However, these traditional practices are increasingly under 

threat due to changing socio-economic dynamics, modernization, and ecological challenges. 

The study employs qualitative research methods, including archival analysis, ethnographic observation, and institutional 

surveys, to document the unique characteristics of Miju Mishmi weaving traditions. It investigates the community’s 

knowledge systems surrounding natural dye usage, material sourcing, and motif symbolism; while also identifying the socio-

cultural roles, these textiles play in daily life and ceremonial contexts.  
Key challenges identified include a decline in intergenerational transmission of weaving skills, reduced interest among 

younger generations, limited market access, and growing competition from mass-produced textiles. Additionally, weavers face 

resource constraints, such as the decreasing availability of natural raw materials and insufficient financial and institutional 

support. 

In response, the research proposes strategic interventions focused on economic viability, technological integration, and 

community empowerment. These include the development of sustainable market linkages, the incorporation of traditional 

weaving into formal education systems, capacity-building workshops, and policies that support both cultural preservation and 

economic development. 

Findings highlight how Miju Mishmi textile traditions are not only artistic expressions but also repositories of ecological 

knowledge and sustainable resource management practices. Their continued relevance offers valuable insights into broader 

themes of indigenous resilience, environmental stewardship, and heritage conservation. This study contributes to the growing 

discourse on the preservation of intangible cultural heritage and positions the Miju Mishmi weaving tradition as a model for 

community-led, sustainable craft preservation in the face of modernization and environmental change. 
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Introduction 

1 Background and Rationale 
The textile traditions of Northeast India represent a vibrant 
tapestry of cultural heritage, with the Miju Mishmi tribe of 
Arunachal Pradesh's Lohit district standing as custodians of 
particularly distinctive hand weaving practices. These textile 
traditions embody centuries of indigenous knowledge, 
artistic expression, and cultural symbolism, manifested 
through intricate designs, vibrant color work, and 
meaningful motifs that reflect their natural environment and 
mythological narratives. The handwoven textiles serve not 
merely as garments  

but as tangible expressions of cultural identity, social 
relationships, and economic systems within the Miju 
Mishmi community. 
The Miju Mishmi, one of the major tribes of Arunachal 
Pradesh, have historically maintained a sophisticated textile 
tradition that sets them apart from other indigenous 
communities in the region. Their distinctive weaving 
practices demonstrate exceptional artistic sophistication and 
technical expertise passed down through generations. These 
textiles play a crucial role in their traditional ceremonies, 
social functions, and daily life, reflecting the community's 
deep connection to their cultural heritage. 
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Traditional Miju Mishmi textiles utilize locally sourced 
materials, including indigenous varieties of cotton and 
natural dyes extracted from local flora. This sustainable 
approach to textile production has historically contributed to 
the preservation of local ecosystems while creating unique 
textile products that reflect the region's biodiversity. The 
traditional knowledge systems embedded in these practices 
represent a valuable repository of sustainable production 
methods that could inform modern eco-friendly textile  

manufacturing. 
In an era of rapid globalization and modernization, these 
traditional practices face unprecedented challenges and 
opportunities. The intersection of ancient craftsmanship 
with contemporary market demands presents a complex 
scenario where cultural preservation must be balanced with 
economic sustainability. The potential for adaptation while 
maintaining cultural authenticity presents both challenges 
and opportunities for the community. 

 
Table 1: Details of the sub-groups of the mishmi there is no tribe-specific pop-solation data available for miju and digaru it is estimated that 

the mishmi population in india including all three districts is 50,000 (kri 2008). according to the census of 12,000. soure: sarma 2015 
 

 
 

2 Problem Statement 
The preservation and adaptation of Miju Mishmi textile 
traditions face multiple interconnected challenges. First, 
there is a noticeable decline in the intergenerational 
transmission of weaving skills, as younger community 
members increasingly pursue modern education and 
alternative career paths. This shift in educational and career 
preferences threatens the continuity of traditional 
knowledge transmission. 
Second, the influx of mass-produced textiles threatens the 
economic sustainability of traditional handwoven products. 
Machine-made textiles, often imitating traditional designs, 
create significant market pressure for traditional weavers, 
challenging their ability to maintain sustainable livelihoods 
through traditional craft practices. 
Third, the availability and accessibility of traditional raw 
materials are becoming increasingly constrained, potentially 
compromising the authenticity of production methods. 
Environmental changes and shifting land-use patterns affect 
the availability of traditional materials, including natural 
dyes and indigenous cotton varieties. 
These challenges are compounded by limited documentation 
of existing practices and insufficient research into potential 
adaptation strategies that could ensure the survival of these 
traditions in a contemporary context. The lack of 
comprehensive documentation poses a risk to the 
preservation of these valuable cultural practices for future 
generations. 
 
3 Research Objectives 
The primary objectives of this research are: 
1. To document and analyse the current state of Miju 
Mishmi textile practices, including: 
▪ Traditional techniques and their variations across 

different communities 
▪ Design motifs and their cultural significance 
▪ Traditional materials and their sourcing methods 
▪ Social and economic organization of textile production 

▪ Ritual and ceremonial aspects of textile creation and 
use 

 
2. To identify and examine the key challenges facing the 
continuation of traditional textile practices, particularly 
focusing on: 
▪ The transmission of weaving skills between generations 
▪ Economic viability in contemporary markets 
▪ Availability and sustainability of traditional raw 

materials 
▪ Impact of modernization on production methods 
▪ Social and cultural factors affecting practice 

continuation 
 
3. To explore potential adaptation strategies that could 
ensure the survival of Miju Mishmi textile traditions 
while maintaining cultural authenticity, including: 
▪ Opportunities for market integration and e-commerce 

platforms 
▪ Innovation in production techniques while preserving 

traditional methods 
▪ Sustainable resource management and cultivation 

programs 
▪ Skills preservation and transfer mechanisms 
▪ Development of community-based textile enterprises 
▪ Integration with sustainable tourism initiatives 
 
4. To develop practical recommendations for 
stakeholders, including: 
▪ Community-based preservation strategies 
▪ Policy frameworks for cultural heritage protection 
▪ Educational programs for skill transmission 
▪ Marketing and branding strategies for traditional 

textiles 
▪ Sustainable resource management plans 
▪ Economic support mechanisms for traditional weavers 
Through these objectives, this research aims to contribute to 
the broader discourse on preserving indigenous crafts while 
adapting to contemporary realities, potentially serving as a 
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model for similar initiatives in other indigenous 
communities facing comparable challenges. The study 
aligns with UNESCO's Convention for the Safeguarding of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage, contributing to the global 
effort to preserve and protect traditional craftsmanship. 
 
Literature Review 
1 Economic Dynamics of Traditional Textile 

Production in Arunachal Pradesh 
The economic landscape of traditional textile production in 
Arunachal Pradesh presents a complex interplay of 
challenges and opportunities that significantly impact 
cultural preservation efforts. According to Borang and 
Thapliyal (2015) [6], tribal handloom entrepreneurs face 
substantial obstacles in maintaining their traditional 
practices while achieving economic viability. Their research 
highlights how traditional weavers struggle with limited 
market access, fierce competition from machine-made 
textiles, and insufficient financial resources. The study 
particularly emphasizes how these economic pressures 
affect the sustainability of traditional practices, noting that 
many weavers find it increasingly difficult to maintain their 
craft as a primary source of income. 
The introduction of mass-produced textiles has created a 
challenging market environment where traditional weavers 
must compete with lower-priced alternatives, often 
compromising their economic stability and the cultural 
authenticity of their products. This economic pressure has 
led to a gradual decline in the number of active weavers, 
threatening the continuity of traditional knowledge 
transmission. Moreover, the research indicates that 
traditional weavers face significant challenges in accessing 
formal credit systems and modern marketing channels, 
further complicating their economic sustainability. The 
study also highlights the need for innovative approaches to 
market development, suggesting that the integration of 
traditional crafts with contemporary market demands could 
provide a pathway for economic viability while preserving 
cultural authenticity. 
 
2 Natural Resources and Traditional Knowledge 

Systems 
The rich biodiversity of Arunachal Pradesh plays a crucial 
role in traditional textile production, particularly in the 
realm of natural dyes and raw materials. Mahanta and 
Tiwari (2005) [7] provide comprehensive documentation of 
the natural dye-yielding plants found in the region and the 
indigenous knowledge systems surrounding their use. Their 
research reveals the intricate relationship between local 
communities and their natural environment, highlighting 
how traditional knowledge of plant resources has been 
instrumental in developing sustainable dyeing practices. 
The study emphasizes the significance of preserving this 
botanical knowledge, not only for its cultural value but also 
for its potential contributions to sustainable textile 
production methods. The researchers document specific 
plant species used in dyeing processes, their seasonal 
availability, and traditional harvesting methods that ensure 
resource sustainability. This knowledge encompasses not 
only the identification and collection of plant materials but 
also complex processing techniques that have been refined 
over generations. The research also highlights the medicinal 
properties of many dye-yielding plants, demonstrating the 
multifaceted value of preserving this traditional knowledge. 
Furthermore, the study examines the relationship between 
seasonal variations and dyeing practices, revealing how 
traditional knowledge systems have adapted to 

environmental cycles. This understanding of natural 
resource management offers valuable insights for 
contemporary sustainability practices and conservation 
efforts. 
 

3 Policy Framework and Institutional Support 
The role of governmental and institutional support in 
preserving traditional textile practices has been critically 
examined by Ering et al. (2014) [12]. Their analysis of 
government initiatives reveals the complexities of balancing 
cultural preservation with economic development. The 
research evaluates various policy interventions, from skill 
development programs to market support initiatives, 
assessing their effectiveness in supporting traditional craft 
communities. 
The study highlights both successes and shortcomings in 
current policy frameworks, particularly in their ability to 
support indigenous knowledge systems while promoting 
sustainable development. A key finding indicates that 
policies often fail to adequately address the multifaceted 
nature of traditional craft preservation, focusing either on 
economic aspects or cultural preservation without sufficient 
integration of both dimensions. 
The researchers emphasize the need for more holistic policy 
approaches that consider the interconnected nature of 
cultural preservation, economic sustainability, and 
environmental conservation. They argue for the 
development of more inclusive policy frameworks that 
actively involve traditional knowledge holders in decision-
making processes. The study also examines the role of 
educational institutions in preserving traditional knowledge, 
suggesting the need for formal integration of traditional 
craft education into mainstream curriculum. 
 

4 Community-Based Conservation Approaches 
Taga's (2018) [8] research on community-based conservation 
of textile heritage provides valuable insights into effective 
preservation strategies. The study emphasizes the crucial 
role of local communities in maintaining and transmitting 
traditional knowledge, presenting detailed case studies of 
successful community-led conservation initiatives. This 
research demonstrates how community involvement ensures 
the preservation of not only technical skills but also the 
cultural context and social values embedded in traditional 
textile practices. 
The framework proposed in this study suggests that 
successful conservation efforts must be rooted in 
community participation, emphasizing the importance of 
local ownership and decision-making in preservation 
initiatives. The research identifies key factors contributing 
to successful community-based conservation, including: 
▪ Strong local leadership and governance structures 
▪ Intergenerational knowledge transmission systems 
▪ Community-owned resource management practices 
▪ Integration of traditional and modern conservation 

approaches 
▪ Sustainable economic models that benefit the 

community directly 
 

The study also examines how community-based approaches 
can effectively address both tangible and intangible aspects 
of textile heritage preservation, suggesting methods for 
documenting and preserving cultural knowledge alongside 
technical skills. 
 

5 Ecological Dimensions of Traditional Weaving 
The ecological implications of traditional weaving practices, 
as studied by Nath and Das (2012) [9], reveal the deep 
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connection between textile production and environmental 
sustainability. Their research examines how traditional 
weaving practices have historically maintained a balanced 
relationship with local ecosystems, documenting specific 
examples of sustainable resource management practices 
embedded in traditional textile production. 
 
The study highlights several key aspects of ecological 
sustainability in traditional weaving: 
▪ Sustainable harvesting practices for natural materials 
▪ Traditional knowledge of plant conservation 
▪ Seasonal patterns in resource utilization 
▪ Low-impact processing methods 
▪ Waste reduction and resource optimization techniques 
 
The researchers also examine the challenges posed by 
environmental changes, including: 
▪ Climate change impacts on traditional raw materials 
▪ Habitat loss affecting dye-yielding plants 
▪ Changes in local biodiversity 
▪ Resource depletion due to over-harvesting 
▪ Competition for land use 
 
6 Research Gaps and Future Directions 
The current body of literature reveals significant gaps in our 
understanding of traditional textile practices in Arunachal 
Pradesh, particularly concerning the Miju Mishmi 
community. While existing research provides valuable 
insights into tribal textile production, there is a notable lack 
of specific documentation regarding Miju Mishmi 
techniques, designs, and cultural practices. 
 
1. Documentation and Analysis: Documentation and 

analysis represent the foundational need for 
understanding Miju Mishmi textile traditions. This 
research area requires detailed recording of unique 
weaving techniques, comprehensive documentation of 
traditional design motifs and their intrinsic cultural 
meanings, in-depth analysis of the cultural significance 
embedded in pattern choices, and systematic 
documentation of traditional knowledge transmission 
methods. 

 
2. Contemporary Challenges: Contemporary challenges 

demand rigorous exploration of how modernization 
impacts traditional textile practices. Researchers must 
investigate the economic viability of these crafts in 
current markets, examine the changes in social 
structures that affect craft transmission, and understand 
the environmental challenges that potentially limit raw 
material availability. These investigations will provide 
crucial insights into the sustainability and adaptability 
of Miju Mishmi textile traditions. 

 
3. Adaptation Strategies: Adaptation strategies emerge 

as a critical research priority, focusing on developing 
potential models for sustainable practice adaptation. 
This includes exploring innovative approaches for 
integrating traditional and modern techniques, 
identifying market development opportunities, and 
developing novel innovation strategies for preservation. 
The goal is to create sustainable pathways that respect 
traditional practices while enabling their continued 
relevance. 

 
4. Environmental Considerations: Environmental 

considerations constitute a vital research domain, 

necessitating comprehensive investigations into 
multiple interconnected aspects. Researchers must 
explore climate change impacts on traditional materials, 
develop sustainable resource management practices, 
focus on conservation of dye-yielding plants, and 
formulate comprehensive environmental protection 
strategies that support the long-term preservation of 
textile-related ecological systems. 

 
5. Cultural Preservation: Cultural preservation 

represents the overarching objective of future research. 
This involves developing robust methods for 
maintaining cultural authenticity, creating effective 
mechanisms for intergenerational knowledge 
transmission, comprehensively documenting the 
cultural significance of textile practices, and designing 
community-based preservation initiatives that empower 
local practitioners and ensure the continuity of these 
rich cultural traditions. 

 
This comprehensive review demonstrates the urgent need 
for more focused research on Miju Mishmi textile traditions. 
While current studies provide valuable contextual insights 
about textile practices in Arunachal Pradesh, significant 
opportunities remain for detailed investigation into the 
unique aspects of Miju Mishmi textile heritage. Such 
targeted research would not only contribute to preserving 
these valuable cultural practices but also inform sustainable 
development initiatives in the region, bridging critical 
knowledge gaps and supporting the continued vitality of this 
rich cultural tradition. 
 
Research Methodology 
1. Research Design 
This research employs a qualitative descriptive research 
design with an archival and documentary analysis approach, 
supplemented by quantitative survey data, to examine the 
evolution and adaptation of Miju Mishmi textile practices in 
Arunachal Pradesh. The study adopts a systematic review 
methodology to analyze existing documentation, historical 
records, and secondary data sources, while incorporating 
primary survey data from the academic environment. This 
mixed-method approach allows for a comprehensive 
understanding of the traditional textile practices while 
identifying patterns of change and adaptation over time. 
The research design incorporates four primary analytical 
frameworks: 
1. Historical Document Analysis: Systematic examination 
of archival records, government documents, and historical 
accounts to trace the development and changes in Miju 
Mishmi textile practices over time. 
2. Comparative Analysis: Assessment of documented 
textile practices across different time periods to identify 
patterns of evolution, adaptation, and change in techniques, 
materials, and designs. 
3. Content Analysis: Systematic evaluation of existing 
research publications, museum documentation, and 
institutional records to understand the technological, 
economic, and social factors influencing traditional textile 
practices. 
4. Awareness Assessment: Survey-based analysis of 
cultural awareness levels among college students regarding 
traditional Miju Mishmi textiles and their significance. 
 
2. Data Collection Methods 
The study utilizes multiple data collection methods to 
ensure comprehensive coverage of available information: 
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1. Institutional Survey: The institutional survey 
approach involves developing and administering 
structured questionnaires within the college 
environment to systematically collect data regarding 
awareness levels of Miju Mishmi textile traditions. This 
methodological framework focuses on assessing young 
adults' knowledge about traditional Northeast Indian 
textiles, evaluating cultural awareness among the 
student population, and conducting a comprehensive 
analysis of perceptions concerning traditional textile 
preservation. By targeting educational institutions, 
researchers can gain insights into the contemporary 
understanding and potential knowledge transmission 
challenges faced by younger generations. 

 
2. Archival Research: Archival research represents a 

critical methodological strategy for uncovering 
historical context and documenting the evolution of 
Miju Mishmi textile traditions. This approach 
encompasses a comprehensive analysis of historical 
documents from state and national archives, meticulous 
examination of museum collection documentation and 
catalogs, thorough review of government records and 
policy documents related to tribal textile practices, and 
in-depth study of institutional reports from specialized 
textile research centres. Such systematic archival 
investigation provides a robust historical foundation for 
understanding the cultural and contextual significance 
of these textile practices. 

 
3. Literature Review: The literature review methodology 

involves a systematic and rigorous examination of 
existing academic knowledge. Researchers will conduct 
a comprehensive review of academic publications in 
peer-reviewed journals, analyse books and monographs 
specifically focused on Northeast Indian textiles, 
thoroughly examine anthropological studies 
concentrating on Miju Mishmi culture, and review 
economic surveys and market research reports. This 
multi-dimensional approach ensures a comprehensive 
understanding of existing scholarship, identifying 
research gaps, and establishing a robust theoretical 
framework for further investigation. 

 
4. Digital Archives: Digital archives offer an innovative 

and expansive approach to documenting and analyzing 
textile traditions. This methodology includes detailed 
analysis of digitized textile collections from museums 
and cultural institutions, comprehensive examination of 
online databases of traditional Indian textiles, thorough 
review of documented visual materials including 
photographs and technical illustrations, and extensive 
study of digital repositories of traditional design 
patterns. Digital archiving provides unprecedented 
opportunities for preserving, accessing, and studying 
cultural textile heritage with increased precision and 
global accessibility. 

 
5. Government and Institutional Sources: Engagement 

with government and institutional sources provides 
critical insights into the broader contextual and policy 
landscape surrounding traditional textile practices. This 
approach involves comprehensive analysis of reports 
from the Ministry of Textiles, detailed review of 
documentation from state handicraft departments, 
thorough examination of policy documents related to 
traditional crafts, and systematic study of economic 

data from state and national statistical offices. These 
sources offer authoritative perspectives on the 
institutional framework supporting and potentially 
challenging traditional textile preservation efforts. 

 
6. Documentation Analysis: Documentation analysis 

represents a meticulous approach to preserving and 
understanding intricate details of textile traditions. This 
methodology encompasses a comprehensive review of 
existing photographic documentation of textile samples, 
detailed analysis of technical documentation of weaving 
patterns and techniques, thorough examination of 
documented color palettes and design motifs, and in-
depth study of recorded material processing techniques. 
By systematically documenting and analyzing these 
nuanced aspects, researchers can create a 
comprehensive and detailed record of Miju Mishmi 
textile practices, capturing the intricate technical and 
aesthetic dimensions of this cultural heritage. 

 
The data collection process follows a systematic 
protocol: 
1. Source Identification 
▪ Development of comprehensive source lists 
▪ Evaluation of source credibility and relevance 
▪ Classification of sources by type and time period 
▪ Assessment of data completeness and quality 
 
2. Data Organization 
▪ Creation of standardized documentation templates 
▪ Systematic cataloging of collected information 
▪ Development of coding schemes for content analysis 
▪ Implementation of data verification procedures 
 
3. Survey Implementation 
▪ Design of structured questionnaires for college students 
▪ Random sampling within the college population 
▪ Digital data collection through online survey platforms 
▪ Statistical analysis of survey responses 
 
4. Quality Control Measures 
▪ Cross-verification of information from multiple sources 
▪ Assessment of source reliability and authenticity 
▪ Documentation of data gaps and limitations 
▪ Regular review and validation of collected data 
▪ Implementation of survey data validation procedures 
 
This methodology enables a comprehensive analysis of Miju 
Mishmi textile practices while working within the 
constraints of secondary data sources and institutional 
survey limitations. The approach allows for the 
development of meaningful insights into the evolution and 
adaptation of these traditional practices through careful 
examination of existing documentation and records, 
supplemented by contemporary awareness data from the 
academic community. 
 
Data Analysis and Findings 
1. Historical Evolution of Miju Mishmi Textile 

Practices 
The analysis of traditional textile practices, based on 
Mahanta and Tiwari's (2005) [7] comprehensive 
documentation, reveals intricate patterns in the historical 
development of Miju Mishmi textile traditions. Their 
research documents the sophisticated understanding of 
material processing that has evolved over generations, 
particularly in the utilization of indigenous cotton varieties 
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and natural dyes. The traditional knowledge system 
demonstrates a deep understanding of seasonal harvesting 
patterns, with specific techniques developed for different 
materials across various times of the year. 
The technical evolution of these practices shows a careful 
balance between preservation and adaptation. Traditional 
weaving techniques, while maintaining their core cultural 
elements, have undergone subtle modifications in response 
to changing circumstances. The documentation reveals how 
tool usage has evolved while preserving the essential 
characteristics that define Miju Mishmi textile traditions. 
This evolution reflects a sophisticated understanding of 
sustainable practices, particularly in the processing of raw 
materials and the maintenance of quality standards. 
 
2. Current Status of Traditional Textile Knowledge 
Contemporary analysis of Miju Mishmi textile practices, as 
documented by Borang and Thapliyal (2015) [6], reveals 
significant insights into current production dynamics. Their 
research indicates that while traditional techniques remain 
fundamental to production processes, practitioners have 
developed adaptive strategies to address modern challenges. 
The current production landscape shows varying levels of 
integration with modern market systems, while maintaining 
distinctive traditional characteristics. 
The market integration of these textile practices presents a 
complex picture of adaptation and preservation. Current 
distribution channels show both traditional and 
contemporary elements, with practitioners navigating 
between established networks and modern market 
opportunities. The research indicates that quality 
maintenance remains a crucial concern in contemporary 
practice, with traditional standards being upheld despite 
modern pressures for increased production efficiency. 
 
3. Awareness Analysis 
The institutional survey conducted within the college 
environment provides valuable insights into contemporary 
awareness levels regarding traditional textile practices. The 
survey, encompassing students from various academic 
departments, reveals varying degrees of familiarity with 
Northeast Indian textile traditions in general and Miju 
Mishmi practices in particular. The data indicates significant 
variations in awareness levels across different demographic 
groups within the academic community. 
The knowledge assessment component of the survey reveals 
interesting patterns in how younger generations perceive 
and understand traditional textile practices. Responses 
indicate varying levels of recognition regarding the cultural 
significance of these traditions, with notable differences 
across academic disciplines and educational backgrounds. 
 
4. Economic and Market Dynamics 
The economic analysis, grounded in Borang and Thapliyal's 
(2015) [6] research, reveals complex market structures 
affecting traditional textile production. Their findings 
indicate significant challenges in accessing formal credit 
systems, with practitioners often navigating complex 
financial landscapes to maintain their practices. The 
investment patterns and returns in traditional textile 
production show distinctive characteristics that reflect both 
cultural and economic considerations. 
Market challenges emerge as a significant factor in the 
contemporary context. The research indicates substantial 
pressure from industrial production, creating complex 
competitive dynamics that traditional practitioners must 
navigate. Distribution channels show varying levels of 

development, with some areas maintaining traditional 
networks while others adapt to modern market structures. 
 
5. Challenges and Adaptations 

The analysis of challenges facing Miju Mishmi textile 

traditions reveals interconnected issues across multiple 

domains. Nath and Das (2012) [9] document significant 

resource-related challenges, particularly concerning the 

availability and quality of traditional raw materials. Their 

research indicates how environmental changes have 

impacted traditional resource procurement patterns, 

necessitating adaptive strategies in material selection and 

usage. 

Ering et al.'s (2014) [12] analysis of policy implementation 

reveals varying levels of effectiveness in institutional 

support mechanisms. Their research indicates gaps between 

policy intentions and practical implementation, particularly 

in areas of technical support and market development. The 

documentation shows how these policy-related challenges 

interact with broader issues of cultural preservation and 

economic sustainability. 

 

6. Documentation Gaps 

The analysis reveals several critical areas where current 

documentation proves insufficient for comprehensive 

understanding. Technical documentation of traditional 

practices shows significant gaps, particularly in the detailed 

recording of specific techniques and their historical 

evolution. Market-related documentation also presents 

notable limitations, with insufficient historical data on 

pricing patterns and distribution networks. 

These identified gaps provide clear direction for future 

research priorities, highlighting the need for systematic 

documentation of both technical practices and market 

dynamics. The analysis suggests that immediate attention is 

required for documenting rapidly changing aspects of 

traditional practices, while also maintaining focus on long-

term documentation needs for cultural preservation. 

Consumer Behaviour and Adoption of Miju Mishmi 

textiles 

1. User Research Findings 

1.1 Based on Survey 

The institutional survey conducted among college students 

revealed nuanced perspectives on traditional textile 

practices, particularly focusing on Northeastern Indian 

textiles and the Miju Mishmi textile traditions. The findings 

demonstrate a complex landscape of cultural awareness and 

perception. 

 

Awareness and Knowledge Landscape 

Cultural Awareness Patterns: 

Approximately 50% of respondents exhibited a basic 

awareness of Northeastern Indian textile traditions, 

indicating a moderate level of cultural knowledge. However, 

a significant knowledge gap emerged regarding the Miju 

Mishmi tribe, with 60-70% of participants expressing 

limited or no familiarity with the tribe's specific textile 

practices. This disparity highlights the need for targeted 

cultural education and awareness programs. 

Perception of Traditional Textiles: 

Participants predominantly associated traditional textiles 

with handloom weaving and unique design motifs. This 

perception reflects a surface-level understanding of textile 

traditions, suggesting that while there is a basic recognition 
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of traditional craftsmanship, the depth of cultural 

significance remains largely unexplored. 
 
Modernization and Cultural Preservation 
Impact of Modernization: 
More than half of the respondents perceived modernization 
as having a negative impact on traditional textiles in India. 
This critical perspective reveals a growing concern about 
the potential erosion of cultural heritage in the face of rapid 
technological and social transformations. 
 
Drivers of Textile Adaptation: 
The survey identified key factors driving the adaptation 
of traditional textiles: 
1. Market Demand: Emerged as the primary driver of 
textile transformation 
2. Urbanization: Significantly influencing traditional 
production methods 
3. Technological Influence: Reshaping production and 
design approaches 

4. Loss of Skilled Artisans: Presenting a critical 
challenge to traditional practices 
 
Contemporary Relevance and Integration 
Fashion and Cultural Expression: 
A majority of participants expressed openness to integrating 
tribal textiles with contemporary fashion. Notably, this 
enthusiasm appeared somewhat superficial, given the 
limited awareness of specific Miju Mishmi textile 
characteristics. This finding suggests a potential market 
opportunity for cultural education and authentic 
representation. 
 
Knowledge Dissemination Preferences: 
Participants identified preferred methods for learning about 
traditional textiles: 

▪ Interactive Workshops: Providing hands-on learning 
experiences 

▪ Museum Visits: Offering contextual and historical 
understanding 

▪ Digital Resources: Enabling accessible and convenient 
learning 

 
Implications and Insights: 
1. Knowledge Gap: The survey reveals a significant 
disconnect between general awareness of textile traditions 
and specific understanding of indigenous practices. 
2. Cultural Curiosity: Despite limited knowledge, there 
exists a genuine interest in learning about traditional textile 
practices. 
3. Preservation Concerns: Respondents demonstrate an 
underlying concern about the potential loss of traditional 
craftsmanship. 
4. Adaptation Potential: The openness to contemporary 
integration suggests potential strategies for preserving and 
promoting traditional textile practices. 
 
Recommendations: 
1. Develop comprehensive educational programs that 
provide deeper insights into indigenous textile traditions. 
2. Create accessible digital and interactive learning 
platforms. 
3. Explore collaborative approaches to integrate traditional 
textiles with contemporary fashion and design. 
4. Design targeted awareness campaigns focusing on the 
unique cultural significance of Miju Mishmi textile 
practices. 
 
The survey findings underscore the importance of bridging 
knowledge gaps and creating meaningful connections 
between traditional textile practices and contemporary 
cultural understanding. 
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1.2 User Interviews 
User interviews with Lovely and Prerna revealed key 
insights into the perceptions of traditional Miju Mishmi 
textiles. Lovely, a design enthusiast, views these textiles as 
an untapped source of inspiration for modern fashion, 
appreciating their intricate motifs and cultural richness. She 
believes integrating these textiles into contemporary designs 
can preserve their essence while making them more 
appealing to younger generations. On the other hand, 
Prerna, while admiring the craftsmanship, expressed 
reservations about their adaptability, citing a lack of 
awareness, limited availability, and higher costs compared 
to mass-produced fabrics.  
Both highlighted a need for greater exposure, with Prerna 
emphasizing the importance of workshops and 
collaborations between artisans and designers to bridge the 
gap between tradition and modernity. Lovely stressed the 
role of storytelling in marketing, suggesting that 
documenting the weavers’ journeys could attract ethical 
consumers.  
Recommendations include increasing accessibility through 
affordable product lines, promoting the textiles via 
interactive educational experiences, and leveraging digital 
platforms to tell the stories behind the craft. These insights 
reflect an appreciation for traditional textiles but also reveal 
challenges in modernizing and marketing them effectively, 
as demonstrated by Lovely’s enthusiasm versus Prerna’s 
practical concerns. 
 

2. Psychological and Social Factors 

Cultural identity and emotional attachment to heritage play 
a significant role in shaping consumer behaviour toward 
traditional textiles like Miju Mishmi. These textiles are 
often seen as symbols of cultural pride and authenticity, 
fostering an emotional connection to their origins. However, 
many young consumers feel disconnected due to limited 
awareness and exposure, viewing these textiles as less 
relevant in contemporary fashion. 
Social perceptions also create challenges. Concerns about 
accessibility, affordability, and adaptability in everyday 
fashion can deter interest. Additionally, misconceptions that 
traditional textiles are less durable or versatile compared to 
mass-produced options impact their appeal. 
To overcome these barriers, it is essential to build trust and 
awareness through transparency and engagement. 
Highlighting the cultural significance of Miju Mishmi 
textiles through storytelling, educational initiatives, and 
collaborations between designers and artisans can foster 
appreciation and emotional resonance. Incorporating these 
textiles into modern designs that cater to current fashion 
trends can also help bridge the gap, making them more 
accessible and desirable to younger audiences. 
 
3. Barriers to Adoption 

Despite their cultural and aesthetic value, several challenges 
hinder the broader acceptance of Miju Mishmi textiles in 
contemporary markets: 
 
1. Limited Awareness: A significant portion of the 

population remains unfamiliar with Miju Mishmi 
textiles and their cultural significance. The lack of 
mainstream exposure reduces demand and interest, 
especially among younger audiences. 

 
2. Market Accessibility: These textiles are primarily 

produced in specific regions of Arunachal Pradesh and 

have limited availability in wider markets. Geographic 
constraints and an absence of large-scale marketing 
limit their reach. 

 
3. Cost Perception: Handcrafted textiles often come with 

higher price tags, which can deter buyers accustomed to 
cheaper, mass-produced alternatives. This cost 
sensitivity can make traditional textiles seem less 
appealing to budget-conscious consumers. 

 
4. Perceived Practicality: Many view Miju Mishmi 

textiles as suitable only for occasional or traditional 
use, making them less appealing for everyday wear or 
modern design contexts. 

 
5. Preservation and Maintenance: Concerns about the 

care required for handcrafted textiles, such as special 
washing instructions and durability, can discourage 
potential buyers. 

 
6. Generational Disconnect: Younger generations may 

not feel a cultural or emotional connection to these 
textiles, viewing them as outdated or irrelevant to their 
lifestyles. 

 
To address these barriers, efforts such as awareness 
campaigns, contemporary design adaptations, and improved 
accessibility through online platforms and partnerships with 
urban designers could make Miju Mishmi textiles more 
relatable and desirable to modern consumers. 
 
Environmental Implications of Miju Mishmi Textile 

Practices 

1. Sustainable Production Ecosystem 

The Miju Mishmi textile traditions represent a profound 

ecological narrative that extends far beyond mere fabric 

production. Rooted in generations of intimate environmental 

understanding, these textile practices embody a 

sophisticated system of sustainable resource management 

that has evolved in harmony with the delicate ecosystems of 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

The community's approach to textile production is 

fundamentally different from industrial manufacturing. 

Where modern textile industries exploit resources rapidly 

and indiscriminately, the Miju Mishmi have developed 

intricate techniques that work in synchronization with 

natural cycles. Their harvesting methods are not extractive 

but regenerative, carefully selecting plant materials in ways 

that allow for natural regeneration and ecosystem balance. 

Natural dye extraction exemplifies this nuanced relationship 

with the environment. Rather than depleting plant resources, 

Miju Mishmi weavers employ selective harvesting 

techniques that ensure minimal ecological disruption. They 

understand the seasonal rhythms of dye-yielding plants, 

collecting materials at precise moments that allow for 

sustained plant health and future growth. This approach 

represents a living example of sustainable resource 

utilization, where human needs are met without 

compromising ecological integrity. 
 
2. Climate Adaptation and Resilience 

Climate change presents a significant challenge to 
traditional textile practices, yet the Miju Mishmi community 
demonstrates remarkable adaptive capacity. Their textile 
traditions are not static but dynamic systems that have 
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continuously evolved in response to environmental 
transformations. 
The community's deep botanical knowledge allows them to 
respond flexibly to changing environmental conditions. 
When traditional cotton varieties become less viable due to 
temperature shifts, they can quickly identify and cultivate 
alternative fibre sources. This adaptability is rooted in 
generations of accumulated ecological wisdom, allowing 
them to maintain their textile traditions despite increasing 
environmental uncertainties. 
Notably, their production techniques inherently incorporate 
climate resilience. Manual production methods with 
minimal mechanical intervention naturally result in lower 
carbon emissions. The use of local, naturally available 
materials further reduces the carbon footprint associated 
with transportation and industrial processing. 
 
3. Biodiversity Conservation 

The textile practices of the Miju Mishmi tribe play a crucial 
role in local biodiversity conservation. Their production 
methods are not just economically significant but serve as a 
critical mechanism for preserving indigenous plant species 
and maintaining ecological diversity. 
By cultivating and utilizing a wide range of indigenous plant 
materials, the community helps maintain genetic diversity of 
local flora. Their traditional knowledge includes complex 
understanding of plant life cycles, habitat requirements, and 
sustainable harvesting techniques. This knowledge acts as a 
living seed bank, preserving botanical diversity that might 
otherwise be lost to industrial agricultural practices or 
environmental changes. 
 
4. Challenges and Preservation Strategies 

Despite their sustainable practices, Miju Mishmi textile 
traditions confront a complex landscape of environmental 
and cultural challenges. The preservation of these ecological 
practices requires a nuanced understanding of the multiple 
pressures threatening their continuity. 
 

Key Challenges 

1. Habitat Reduction: Rapid industrialization and land-
use changes are dramatically altering the ecosystems 
that have historically supported traditional textile 
production. 

 
2. Raw Material Scarcity: The availability of indigenous 

plant materials is increasingly constrained by:  
▪ Climate change impacts 
▪ Deforestation 
▪ Shifting agricultural practices 
▪ Reduced biodiversity 
 
3. Knowledge Erosion: The transmission of ecological 

knowledge faces critical threats, with younger 
generations increasingly disconnected from traditional 
practices due to:  

▪ Urban migration 
▪ Changing economic opportunities 
▪ Reduced intergenerational knowledge transfer 
 
The intersection of these challenges creates a precarious 
situation for the Miju Mishmi textile traditions. Each 
challenge compounds the others, creating a complex 
ecosystem of environmental and cultural transformation that 
threatens the very fabric of their traditional practices. 

 
Preservation Strategies 

1. Community-Led Conservation  
▪ Developing local initiatives that empower community 

members 
▪ Creating economic incentives for maintaining 

traditional practices 
▪ Establishing community-managed biodiversity reserves 
 
2. Knowledge Documentation  
▪ Comprehensive mapping of traditional ecological 

knowledge 
▪ Creating digital and physical archives 
▪ Developing intergenerational education programs 
 
3. Adaptive Ecosystem Management  
▪ Designing flexible conservation approaches 
▪ Integrating traditional knowledge with modern 

scientific methods 
▪ Creating resilient strategies for ecological preservation 
 
The path forward requires a holistic approach that 
recognizes the intrinsic value of indigenous ecological 
practices while providing practical support for their 
continued evolution and survival. 
This approach maintains the narrative flow while 
highlighting the most critical points through a structured 
presentation. The point-wise format for challenges and 
strategies allows for clearer articulation of complex issues, 
making the information more accessible and impactful. 
 
5. Future Ecological Potential 

The Miju Mishmi textile traditions offer more than a 
cultural artifact; they represent a sophisticated ecological 
management system with significant potential for broader 
sustainable development strategies. By studying and 
preserving these practices, researchers and policymakers can 
develop innovative approaches to sustainable manufacturing 
that respect both cultural heritage and environmental 
integrity. 
Future research should focus on documenting the long-term 
ecological impacts of these traditional practices, developing 
adaptive strategies for climate resilience, and creating policy 
frameworks that support indigenous sustainable production 
methods. 
The environmental implications of Miju Mishmi textile 
practices transcend traditional understanding of textile 
production. They represent a holistic, ecologically 
intelligent approach to resource utilization that offers critical 
insights into sustainable manufacturing. 
By recognizing and preserving these practices, we can learn 
valuable lessons about creating production systems that are 
not just economically viable, but fundamentally harmonious 
with natural ecosystems. 
 
Future Pathways and Recommendations for Sustainable 

Textile Heritage Preservation 

The preservation of Miju Mishmi textile traditions 
represents a complex challenge that extends far beyond 
simple conservation efforts. It requires a holistic approach 
that interweaves cultural preservation, economic 
sustainability, and innovative adaptation strategies. The 
research conducted reveals that these textile traditions are 
not static artifacts but living, breathing cultural expressions 
that must be nurtured and reimagined for contemporary 
contexts. 
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1. Strategic Preservation Frameworks 

The path forward demands a multifaceted strategy that 
addresses the intricate challenges facing traditional textile 
practices. Preservation cannot be a passive process but must 
be an active, dynamic engagement that empowers the Miju 
Mishmi community while creating meaningful connections 
with broader society. 
 
Key Strategic Priorities: 

▪ Develop comprehensive institutional collaborations 
▪ Create policy frameworks that recognize indigenous 

knowledge 
▪ Establish community-led preservation initiatives 
▪ Design economic support mechanisms for traditional 

artisans 
Central to this approach is the recognition that preservation 
is fundamentally about people, not just techniques. By 
creating supportive ecosystems that value traditional 
knowledge, we can transform preservation from a protective 
measure to a vibrant, living process of cultural continuation. 
 

2. Technology and Innovation Integration 

Technological innovation offers unprecedented 
opportunities for documenting and revitalizing traditional 
textile practices. However, this integration must be 
approached with careful sensitivity, ensuring that 
technology serves as a tool for empowerment rather than a 
force of cultural displacement. 
 
Digital Preservation Strategies 

▪ Develop comprehensive digital archives of textile 
designs 

▪ Create interactive multimedia learning platforms 
▪ Design technological tools supporting traditional design 

adaptation 
▪ Implement augmented and virtual reality experiences 
The goal is not to mystify these traditions but to breathe new 
life into them, creating bridges between traditional 
knowledge and contemporary technological capabilities. By 
leveraging digital technologies, we can create more 
accessible, engaging ways of understanding and 
experiencing Miju Mishmi textile heritage. 
 

3. Economic Sustainability Models 

Economic viability represents a critical challenge for the 
continuation of traditional textile practices. The proposed 
models focus on creating sustainable economic ecosystems 
that recognize the true value of traditional craftsmanship 
while providing meaningful livelihood opportunities. 
 
Economic Development Approaches 

▪ Establish cooperative business models 
▪ Develop micro-financing mechanisms 
▪ Create transparent supply chains 
▪ Design contemporary product lines integrating 

traditional designs 
These economic strategies must go beyond mere market 
integration, instead creating holistic models that respect the 
cultural integrity of textile production while providing 
realistic economic opportunities for artisan communities. 
 

4. Cultural Narrative and Branding 

Revitalizing interest in Miju Mishmi textile traditions 
requires more than technical preservation—it demands 
powerful, emotionally resonant storytelling that connects 

contemporary audiences with the deep cultural significance 
of these practices. 
 
Narrative Development Strategies 

▪ Create youth engagement programs 
▪ Develop international cultural exchange initiatives 
▪ Document personal narratives of traditional weavers 
▪ Position textiles as exemplars of sustainable 

craftsmanship 
The most powerful preservation happens when cultural 
practices are not just remembered but actively desired and 
celebrated by younger generations. This requires creating 
compelling narratives that highlight the beauty, complexity, 
and contemporary relevance of Miju Mishmi textile 
traditions. 
 
5. Research and Development Roadmap 
Continuous research and adaptive strategies form the 
backbone of long-term preservation efforts. This is not a 
static endpoint but an ongoing journey of understanding, 
documentation, and dynamic cultural adaptation. 
Research Priorities: 
▪ Conduct interdisciplinary documentation 
▪ Develop ecological impact studies 
▪ Create long-term monitoring mechanisms 
▪ Facilitate international research collaborations 
 
The preservation of Miju Mishmi textile traditions 
transcends academic exercise—it is a profound act of 
cultural respect and renewal. By embracing innovative 
strategies that honour traditional knowledge while creating 
pathways for contemporary relevance, we can ensure these 
invaluable cultural practices not only survive but thrive. 
Our approach must be as intricate and nuanced as the textile 
traditions themselves: flexible, responsive, and deeply 
rooted in community agency. The future of these textile 
practices lies not in preservation only, but as a living, 
breathing cultural dialogue that continues to evolve, inspire, 
and connect generations. 
 

Conclusion 

The journey of understanding Miju Mishmi textile traditions 
reveals a profound narrative of cultural resilience, 
ecological wisdom, and adaptive innovation. This research 
has illuminated not just a textile practice, but a complex 
system of cultural expression that embodies the intricate 
relationship between human creativity, environmental 
knowledge, and social identity. 
Our comprehensive investigation has uncovered multiple 
layers of significance within Miju Mishmi textile traditions. 
What initially appeared to be a simple craft practice 
emerged as a sophisticated ecological and cultural system, 
demonstrating extraordinary depth and complexity. The 
textile traditions are far more than mere fabric production—
they represent a living archive of indigenous knowledge, 
environmental adaptation, and cultural memory. 
 

1. Key Research Findings 

1.1 Cultural Complexity 

The Miju Mishmi textile practices represent a 
multidimensional cultural expression that goes beyond 
aesthetic production. These traditions encapsulate complex 
systems of ecological understanding, social communication, 
and generational knowledge transfer. Each textile piece tells 
a story far more nuanced than its visual composition 
suggests—it is a testament to centuries of accumulated 
wisdom, environmental interaction, and cultural resilience. 
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1.2 Ecological Intelligence 

Perhaps the most striking revelation is the profound 
ecological intelligence embedded in these textile traditions. 
The Miju Mishmi's approach to material sourcing, 
processing, and production demonstrates a sustainable 
model of resource utilization that contemporary industrial 
practices could learn from. Their textile production is not 
extractive but regenerative, working in harmony with 
natural ecosystems rather than against them. 
 
1.3 Challenges of Preservation 

The research has also critically examined the significant 
challenges facing these textile traditions. Modernization, 
economic pressures, and generational shifts pose substantial 
threats to the continuation of these practices. However, 
these challenges are not viewed as insurmountable obstacles 
but as opportunities for innovative adaptation and strategic 
preservation. 
 
2. Theoretical and Practical Implications 

The findings of this research extend beyond the specific 
context of the Miju Mishmi community. They offer broader 
insights into: 
▪ Indigenous knowledge preservation strategies 
▪ Sustainable production models 
▪ Cultural adaptation mechanisms 
▪ Ecological conservation approaches 
The methodological approach employed—combining 
archival research, community surveys, and interdisciplinary 
analysis—provides a robust framework for similar studies of 
indigenous cultural practices worldwide. 
 
3. Future Research Directions 

While this study provides comprehensive insights, it also 
reveals multiple avenues for future exploration: 
▪ Detailed documentation of specific weaving techniques 
▪ In-depth ecological impact studies 
▪ Comparative research with other indigenous textile 

traditions 
▪ Longitudinal studies tracking cultural adaptation 
 
4. Broader Significance 

The Miju Mishmi textile traditions are not relics of a bygone 
era but living, evolving cultural expressions. They represent 
a powerful model of cultural continuity—demonstrating 
how traditional practices can adapt, survive, and thrive in 
contemporary contexts while maintaining their core cultural 
integrity. 
 
5. Final Reflections 

Preservation of these textile traditions is not about creating 
museum pieces but about maintaining a vibrant, dynamic 
cultural practice. It requires a holistic approach that respects 
indigenous agency, provides economic sustainability, and 
creates meaningful pathways for younger generations to 
engage with and value their cultural heritage. 
The story of Miju Mishmi textiles is ultimately a story of 
human creativity, resilience, and the profound connection 
between cultural identity and environmental understanding. 
It reminds us that true sustainability is not just about 
techniques or technologies, but about maintaining deep, 
respectful relationships with our cultural and natural 
environments. 
As global conversations increasingly recognize the value of 
indigenous knowledge systems, the Miju Mishmi textile 

traditions stand as a powerful testament to the 
sophistication, wisdom, and ongoing relevance of traditional 
cultural practices. 
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