
12 

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Development 

www.allsubjectjournal.com 

ISSN Online: 2349-4182 ISSN Print: 2349-5979 

Received: 20-03-2024, Accepted: 10-04-2024, Published: 03-05-2024 

Volume 11, Issue 5, 2024, Page No. 12-14 

 

Exploring the evolution of library and information science courses: A descriptive study 

Pravesh Tiwari, S P Singh 

Department of Library and Information Science, Thakur Ranmat Singh, Government College, Rewa, Madhya Pradesh, India 
 

 

 

 

Abstract 

This research article examines the changes in library and information science (LIS) courses over the past decade. With the 

rapid advancement of technology and the evolving information landscape, LIS education has undergone significant 

transformations. This study employs a descriptive approach to analyze the trends, shifts, and innovations in LIS curriculum, 

pedagogy, and learning outcomes. Data was collected through a comprehensive review of literature, syllabi, and interviews 

with LIS educators. The findings reveal several key themes, including the integration of technology, emphasis on digital 

literacy, expansion of specialized courses, and a shift towards experiential learning. This article contributes to understanding 

the contemporary state of LIS education and provides insights for educators, practitioners, and policymakers. Madhya Pradesh, 

a central state of India, boasts a rich educational landscape including Library and Information Science (LIS) courses offered by 

various institutions. This research article provides a comprehensive overview and comparative analysis of LIS courses in 

Madhya Pradesh. 
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Introduction 

Library and information science (LIS) education plays a 

crucial role in preparing professionals to meet the 

challenges of managing, organizing, and disseminating 

information in diverse settings. Over the past decade, the 

field of LIS has witnessed significant changes due to 

technological advancements, shifts in user needs, and the 

evolving nature of information itself. These changes have 

necessitated a revaluation of the LIS curriculum and 

pedagogy to ensure that graduates are equipped with the 

knowledge and skills needed to succeed in a rapidly 

changing information landscape. 

This descriptive study aims to explore the evolution of LIS 

courses, focusing on the changes in curriculum, pedagogy, 

and learning outcomes. By examining the trends and 

innovations in LIS education, this research seeks to provide 

insights into the current state of the field and identify areas 

for future development. 

Library and Information Science (LIS) education in Madhya 

Pradesh plays a vital role in preparing professionals to 

manage, organize, and disseminate information effectively 

in various settings. This article aims to provide an overview 

and comparative analysis of LIS courses offered in Madhya 

Pradesh. By examining the structure, content, and 

pedagogical approaches of these courses, this study seeks to 

identify the strengths and areas for improvement in LIS 

education in the state. 

 

Methodology 

This study adopts a descriptive research design, utilizing a 

multi-method approach to gather data on the changes in LIS 

courses. The research methods employed include: 

 

Literature Review: A comprehensive review of academic 

literature, including journal articles, conference 

proceedings, and books, focusing on the evolution of LIS 

education and emerging trends in the field. 

Analysis of Syllabi: Examination of syllabi from a sample 

of LIS courses offered by various institutions. Syllabi was 

analyzed to identify common themes, topics, and learning 

objectives. 

 

Interviews with Educators: Semi-structured interviews 

were conducted with experienced LIS educators to gain 

insights into their perspectives on changes in LIS education, 

challenges faced, and future directions. 

Data collected through these methods were analyzed 

thematically to identify patterns, trends, and shifts in LIS 

courses. 

This research utilizes a comparative analysis approach to 

examine LIS courses in Madhya Pradesh. The methodology 

includes the following steps: 

 

Identification of Institutions: A list of institutions offering 

LIS courses in Madhya Pradesh was compiled through 

online research and consultation with educational 

authorities. 

 

Data Collection: Course catalogues, syllabi, and other 

relevant documents were collected from the identified 

institutions. 

 

Content Analysis: The collected data was analyzed to 

identify commonalities and differences in course structures, 

topics covered, and pedagogical approaches. 

 

Comparative Analysis: A comparative analysis was 

conducted to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of LIS 

courses in Madhya Pradesh. 

 

Findings 

The analysis of data revealed several key findings regarding 

the evolution of LIS courses:  

 

Integration of Technology: There has been a significant 

emphasis on integrating technology into LIS curriculum, 
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with courses focusing on topics such as information 

systems, data management, and digital libraries. 

 

Emphasis on Digital Literacy: There is a growing 

recognition of the importance of digital literacy skills for 

LIS professionals. Courses now include modules on 

information literacy, digital preservation, and data analytics. 

 

Expansion of Specialized Courses: LIS programs have 

introduced a wider range of specialized courses to cater to 

the diverse interests and career paths of students. These 

include courses on topics such as social media management, 

user experience design, and information architecture. 

 

Shift towards Experiential Learning: There is a trend 

towards incorporating experiential learning opportunities, 

such as internships, practicums, and collaborative projects, 

into the LIS curriculum. These opportunities provide 

students with hands-on experience and enhance their 

employability skills. 

The analysis of LIS courses in Madhya Pradesh revealed 

several key findings: 

 

Course Structure: LIS courses in Madhya Pradesh 

typically offer both undergraduate (B.Lib.I.Sc) and 

postgraduate (M.Lib.I.Sc) programs. The duration of 

undergraduate programs is generally three years, while 

postgraduate programs span two years. 

 

Curriculum: The curriculum of LIS courses covers a wide 

range of subjects, including library management, 

information organization, bibliographic systems, and 

research methodologies. However, there is variation in the 

depth and breadth of coverage among different institutions. 

Specializations: Some institutions offer specialized courses 

or electives in areas such as digital libraries, knowledge 

management, and information technology. However, these 

options are not universally available across all institutions. 

 

Practical Training: Practical training, including internships 

and fieldwork, is an integral part of many LIS programs in 

Madhya Pradesh. However, the duration and nature of 

practical training vary among institutions. 

 

Pedagogical Approaches: Pedagogical approaches in LIS 

education range from traditional lecture-based methods to 

more interactive and hands-on approaches. Some 

institutions integrate modern teaching methods such as case 

studies, group projects, and ICT-based learning. 

 

Conclusion 

This descriptive study provides insights into the evolution of 

LIS courses and the changing landscape of LIS education. 

The findings indicate a shift towards a more technology-

oriented and experiential learning-focused curriculum, 

reflecting the demands of the modern information 

profession. As the field continues to evolve, LIS educators 

need to adapt their curriculum and pedagogy to ensure that 

graduates are equipped with the necessary knowledge and 

skills to thrive in diverse information environments. This 

research contributes to the ongoing conversation about the 

future of LIS education and guides educators, practitioners, 

and policymakers in shaping the next generation of 

information professionals. The overview and comparative 

analysis of LIS courses in Madhya Pradesh highlight the 

diverse landscape of LIS education in the state. While there 

are strengths such as comprehensive curriculum coverage 

and practical training opportunities, there are also areas for 

improvement, including the need for more specialized 

courses and modern pedagogical approaches. This study 

provides valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and 

institutions to enhance the quality and relevance of LIS 

education in Madhya Pradesh. Further research could focus 

on the effectiveness of different pedagogical approaches and 

the evolving needs of the information profession in the state. 
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