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Abstract

This article is to give an account of a general outline of Vraryas as revealed in the Atharvaveda as well as later in the early
Brahmanical texts. Here follows an overall picture of the study as a whole. The study embodies all the important aspects denoted
by the term ‘Vratya’; the meaning of Vratya as reflected in the Atharvaveda in particular, and other vedic texts as well as Smyti
literature; the social status of Vratyas; the glorification of Vratyas etc., have been enumerated in this article.
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Introduction

The word ‘Vratya’ derived from the word ‘Vrata’ means
belonging to a roaming band, vagrant, member of fellowship
that stood without the Brahmanical pale, it is further applied
to the son of a uninitiated man X1, or also to on who has let the
appropriate time for the Sacrament of initiation slip [,
Generally, those who do not undergo the sacraments like
Upanayana are Vratyas. Such persons do not enjoy the right to
perform Vedic practices like Yajfia and are treated as mean.
But if a Vratya scholar appears to be a holy person, he is
revered and appreciated like a God, even when superfluous by
the Brahmanas. Vratya is the more commonly known to be a
person who, though born in a Brahmana family, does not
underage sacraments like Upanayana.

The Atharvaveda describes the Virat form of this very Siva.
The Vratyas consider their deity, Lord Siva, the greatest power
in the world and the greatest God. Siva, according to them, is
the God of all Gods, Brahma or Mahdadeva 1.

Vratya is accompanied by Prajapati and Paramesthi. All
deities, Diti, Aditi, I1da, Indrant and Virat God accompanies
Vratya. The Atharvaveda describes Virat figure of Vratya. The
sun is his right eye and the moon his left. Agni and Vayu are
his two ears. Day and night are his nostrils. Diti and Aditi are
the two parts of his head. Year is his head .

Vratya has been described as the scholar of all the Vedas. The
four Vedas follow him. In the same way, history, Purana,
Gatha, Narasmsi, the three fires i.e., Ahavaniya, Garhapatya,
Daksinagni, the Yajiia, yajamana, the animals, all the universe
and all seasons too follow him. Not only the Vedas but also
the whole of the world, land medicinal herbs, flora, the sun,
the moon, the stars, the seasons, the truth, the glory and the
fame follow him.

Vratya incorporates all the deities. It has, therefore, been said
that the scholar who condemns Vratya is held guilty to all the
deities. The Atharvaveda reveals that the Vratyas were less
familiar with Yajfias but were extremely hospitable. The 15%
kanda of the Atharvaveda, therefore, highlights the importance
of hospitality. It has been described that a guest ought to be
properly welcomed and his wishes fulfilled as much as
possible. The host ought to receive the guest even in the midst
of a Yajfia. He should rejoin the Yajfia only when permitted by
the guest. He ought to take food only when the guest has taken

it. He should never take his meals before his guest. Hospitality
is said to field infinite virtues. Even if the guest is a hypocrite
he should not be treated with disrespect.

The social status and glorification of Vratya in the
Atharvaveda was a special type and high esteem which in the
later vedic literature and smyiti literature underwent change.
The status of Vratya acquired a totally different by the time of
the Smrti literatures. Manu states that, if after the last given
period, the twice-born (dvijati) stay on uninitiated, they turn
out to be Vratyas, fallen from Savitri. Manu also tells that
those whom the twice-born (Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaisya)
beget from wives of equal caste, but who, not satisfying their
sacred duties, are excluded from the Savitri (initiation), must
also delegate by the appellation Vratyas.

Conclusion

In the Atharvaveda the term Vratya is used not in the sense of
‘One who has not performed his Upanayana’ but its employed
in the sense of the highest Brahmarna. The highest Brahmara
is conceived and glorious as the Vratya both as divine Vratya,
recognized with the great God or Mahadeva, the Lord I$ana or
Rudra and his prototype, the earthly Vratya.

Finally, in the evolutionary process, at each stage of ancient
Indian History, Vratya was accorded a different social status;
and that status sufficiently mirrored the state of Indian society
at that stage.

References

Primary sources

1. Atharvaveda (Saunaka). Part 1 and II, with the padapatha
and Sayanacarya’s commentary, Ed. By Vishva Bandhu,
Hoshiarpur, 1960.

2. Atharvaveda (Saunaka). Part 11, with the pada-patha and
Sayanacarya’s commentary, Ed. By Vishva Bandhu,
Hoshiarpur, 1961.

3. Atharvaveda (Saunaka). Part 1V, with the pada-patha and
Sayanacarya’s commentary, Ed. By Vishva Bandhu,
Hoshiarpur, 1962.

4. Atharvaveda-Samhita-Beng. Ed.
Kolkata, 2010.

5. Atharvaveda-Samhita-Vol-1-VIII,
Vidyabhawan, Varanasi, 2011.

Haraph Prakashani,

Chowkhamba

286



International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Development

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Atharvaveda Samhita. Parimal
Publications, Delhi, 2009.

Atharvavediya Brhatsarvanukramanika. ed. By Vishva
Vandhu, Hoshiarpur, 1966.
Jaiminiyatavalakarabrahmanam. Ed.
Lahore, 1937.

Katyayana-Srautasiitra (Text with English Translation
and Notes), by Ganesh Umakant Thite, Delhi, 2006, 1.
Paippaladasamhita of the Atharvaveda, ed. By
Durgamohan Bhattacharyya, Calcutta, 1970, 2. (Sanskrit
College Research Series, No. 62)
Paficavimsabrahmanam, Ananda Chandra, Kolkata, 1870
Rgveda- Samhita - Beng. Edition, Haraph Prakashani,
Kolkata, 2010.

Samaveda- Samhita - Beng. Edition, Haraph Prakashani,
Kolkata, 2010.

Taittiriya- Samhita, Ed. By Mahadeva Shatri, Mahishur,
1884,

Taittiriyabrahmanam.  With  the Commentary of
Sayanacarya, ed. By Narayanasastri and Vinayak Ganesh
Apte, (Anandasram Sanskrit Series) 1938, 37.
Tandyabrahmana, Nirnaysagar Press, Bombey
Vajasaneyi- Samhita. Weber, Nirnaysagar Press, Bombey,
1929,

Vratya-Kanda of  Atharvaveda-Maharshi
Rashtriya Veda Vidya Pritisthan, Ujjain. 2010.

Ed. By K.L. Joshi,

By Raghubir,

Sandipani

Secondary Sources

1.

2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Banerjee S. Outline of the Vedic Literature and Society,
Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar, Kolkata, 3rd ed. 2003.

Basu J. Veder Paricaya, Farma KLM Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata,
2009.

Basu J. India of the age of the Brahmanas, Sanskrit Pustak
Bhandar, Kolkata, 2006.

Bhattacharya S. Vaidika Sahityer Samksipta Ruprekha,
Varak Upatyaka Vaidika Samiti, Silchar, 2000.
Chakravarti Mahadeva. The Concept Of Rudra And Siva
Through the Ages, 2" Ed., Motilal Banarsi Dass, New
Delhi, 1995.

Choudhury S. Veda Prasange,
Silchar.

Dahal Lok Mani. Sanskritasahityetihasa, Chowkhamba
Krishnadas Academy, Varanasi, 2011.

Das DK. Sanskrit Sahityer Itihasa, Sadesh, Kolkata-6,
Fifth Ed. 1412 (Beng).

Keith AB. History of Sanskrit Sanskrit Literature, Motilal
Banarsidass Publishers, New Delhi.

Kramrisch Stella. The Presence of Siva, Princeton
University Press, 1992.

Macdonell AA. A History of Sanskrit Literature, Motilal
Banarsidass Publishers, New Delhi, 1990.

Max Muller F. A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature,
Varanasi, 1968.

Mishra Dr JC. Vaidikavanmayasyetihasa, Chaukhamba
Surbharati Prakashan, Varanasi, 2012.

Saravanan Hari V. Gods, Heroes and their Story Tellers,
Notion Press, Chennai, 2015.

Sarkar Benoy Kumar. The Positive Backgruond of Hindu
Sociology: Introduction to Hindu Positivism, Motilal
Banarsidass Pvt. Ltd, Delhi, 2008.

Sastri G. A History Of Vedic Litterature, Sanskrit Pustak
Bhandar, Kolkata, 1982.

Prativa Publication,

17. Singh Nagendra Kumar.

Vedic
Publishing Corporation, Delhi, 1997.

Mythology, APH

18. Winternitz M. History of Indian Literature, Motilal

Banarsidass Publishers, New Delhi, 1-3.

Journals

1. Ganje S. Depictions of the Vratyas of Ancient India in
Recent Scholarship. Origins &Development of Yoga in
Ancient India, 2012, 1-6.

2. Heesterman JC. Vratya and Sacrifice, Indo-Iranian
Journal, 1962; 6(1):1-37.

3. Kalanidhi A. The Societal Framework Enshrined in the

Atharvaveda, Paper Presented at: Workshop on
Brahmanas and Aranyakas, Bangalore, 2002.

287



