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Abstract 

The write up explores different narratives of Nanda Devi in Nauti Nanda Devi temple situated in the holy land of Uttarakhand. 

They are celebrated through Nanda Jagar and sacred songs in the holy Himalaya. The first narrative is pertinent to Hemant Rishi 

and Ressasau village. It describes Nanda’s marriage with Lord Shanker and her pain and aloneness in Kailash. The second 

narrative is pertinent to King Bhanupratap and queen Balampha. It describes Nanda’s curse on the Kingdom of Kannauj. The paper 

concludes with the meaning of jubilation created through Jagar and sacred songs of Nanda Devi at Nauti temple. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Nanda devi: A Short Acquaintance  

Uttarakhand, a land of divine powers, is known for its 

incommensurable culture, rituals and traditions. So many 

deities are worshiped here from the very ancient time. 

Bhagwati Nanda, mythlogically and traditionally worshiped as 

a manifestation of goddess gaura (Parvati) wife of lord Shiva. 

She is the only folk goddess who enjoys equal regard and 

recognition in perhaps every part of Uttarakhand and 

Himalaya. Loved, venerated and invoked as a divine daughter 

of the Himalaya. Nanda is often looked as a protector of 

Himalayan people, well being and prosperity. SHE is one of 

the favourite goddesses of Uttarakhand. Nanda Devi is 

worshiped in Uttarakhand in so many forms. She is worshiped 

as mother, sister and daughter. Sherman Oakley in his book 

Holy Himalaya: The Religion, Traditions and Scenery of a 

Himalayn province (Kumaun and Garhwal)’ says-“Nanda 

Devi is a favourite goddess in Kumaun”.  

 

1.2. Different Narratives  

According to Dr. Shuiv Prasad Naithani- “In Garhwal and 

Kumaun the name Nanda for Uma Parvati is more in 

Practice”. There are so many narratives about Nanda Devi in 

Uttarakhand. These narratives are varying from one place to 

another. Narratives of Nauti Nanda Devi temple are quite 

different from the narratives of Almora Nanda Devi temple. 

One of the famous narratives of Nanda Devi at Nauti temple is 

about Hemant Rishi, the father of Nanda Devi. Nanda 

Bhagwati is the daughter of Hemant Rishi who lived at 

Ressasau. Hemant Rishi is looking for an ideal husband for 

Bhagwati Nanda but Bhagwati Nanda wants to marry Shiv 

Shankar who lives in Kailash Himalaya. Nanda, being rigid, 

marry with Shiv Shankar and move towards her husband’s 

home at Kailasha. She lives in Kailasha but after some time 

she commemorates her natal place Ressasau, her parents and 

friends. She thinks again and again and she wants to go there 

to meet her parents and friends. Nanda’s deep sense of sorrow 

and pain is reflected in the following Nanda Jagar’s lines: 

 

 

ckkj Ogsuh ikj nsoh mnkl OgS x;s 

fdyS nhuh OgSyh ek;k ÅWpk dSyklk  

;s ÅWpk dSyklk ek iaNh Hkh uh vkSuh  

;s ÅWpk dSyklk ek iaNh Hkh uh vkSuh  
 

(Many days have been passed, Devi has become upset. Why 

my mother marry me to high Kailasha. Not even a single bird 

comes to this high Kailasha).  

She wails in the following lines: 
 

Doh csuh fnuh ckck lsuk lkses’oj  

Doh csuh fnuh ckck ckWdk ckxs’oj  

Doh csuh fnuh ckck ukSyk[k lyk.k  

Doh csuh fnuh ckck lkSyk[k c/kk.k  

lc ls ykMyh eh fnu;w ;s ikih dfoyk’k AA 
 

(One of my sisters was married into the beautiful valley of 

Someshwar, the other into the prosperous Bageshwar, yet 

others to the places like Salaan, Badhaan. I alone became the 

mis-favourite of my father and was married into this eerie 

Kailash).  

On the other side Bhagwati Nanda’s mother Mandoli is also 

commemorating for her daughter. Mother Mandoli then asks 

his son Binsar to visit to Kailasha for bringing her daughter 

back to the parental home for some days. Regarding that wish 

these lines from Nauti Jagar are very emotional as follows:  
 

ek;k th eSaMksyh ek;k dkxth Y;s[ksyh  

Y;s[ksyh dkxth ek;k dkyh /kkSyh jkBkS 

dkyh /kkSyh jkBkS juk ckykS fculjkS 

rsu tk.k iwr esjk ÅWpk dSyklk 

rsu Y;k.k iwr esjh xkSjk cqyk, 
 

(Maya Mandoli wrote a letter to Binsar who lives at Kali 

Dholi Rath. You have to go to high High Kailasha son. You 

have to bring my daughter Gaura back).  

The other narrative of Nauti Nanda Devi temple reveals a 

quite different fact that Maa Nanda is the daughter of King 

Bhanupratap of Chandpurgarhi. She has a sister named 
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Balmpha. Once, Nanda Devi saw a strange dream about her 

sister Balampha and brother-in-law king Jasdhol. Then she 

makes a desire to visit her sister in Kannauj. She moves 

towards the kingdom of Kannauj. She meets queen Balampha 

there and for checking her sister queen Balampha’s love for 

her, Devi puts a demand in front of her sister. This demand is 

about the kingdom of Kannauj. Queen Balampha refuses 

Devi’s demand and replies that she cannot give her kingdom 

and she can wish for anything else. Suddenly, Nanda Devi 

becomes invisible. Then the kingdom of Kannauj was 

dissipated by the curse of her sister Nanda Devi. After 

demonstration of the fact that Nanda Devi’s curse was fallen 

upon the kingdom of Kannauj queen Balampha and king 

Jasdhol asks a priest for remedy and solution. The priest 

suggests that they have to go in a trip to Nanda Devi and then 

only this curse will be dissolved. As the line from Nauti 

Nanda Devi Jagar explores:  
 

crkSyw czgek th ;ks nks’k th  

rqHgkjk dUukSt uUnk th dks nks’k  

dUukSt yxs uUnk th dks nks’k th  

uUnky |ks nhuh ;ks cMks ljki 

j.kkS ?k.kkS nks"k dUukSt dk jkt 

crkok czgek ;s nks"k th  

duds feVkSyw ;ks uUnk dks nks"k  

crkok czgek mik; th  

rqequ tk.k ;ks uUnk th tkr  

rc ;ks nks"k feVyw th  
 

(Tell me Brahmin about this curse. How this curse will 

remove. Brahmin please suggests its remedy. You have to go 

in a trip to Nanda Devi then only this curse will be removed).  

One of the famous narratives is that Nanda Devi was the sister 

of King Bharti Chand (king from Chand dynasty). Once she 

was walking outside with her friends and suddenly a buffalo 

came there and she ran away from there with friends. She 

hides behind banana leaf. But again destiny plays a pivotal 

role and a goat came there and ate the banana leaf. Buffalo 

devoured the little goddess Nanda Devi and the nature became 

diabolic. Then Chand Raja started this festival for the peace of 

his sister’s soul.In some places it is also said that Nanda Devi 

was the daughter of Nandu Mahar in Dwapar yuga. She born 

at the same moment as lord Krishna was born. King Vasudeva 

took his son Krishna to Nandu mahar and rescinds his 

daughter Nanda. When Vashudeva reached the jail Kansa, a 

malevolent king beat him. Kansa tried a lot to touch and beat 

Nandu mahar’s daughter Nanda. But he failed every time. 

Then Nanda became disappear and suddenly over jump to the 

mountain and said in a boisterous voice- “O foolish person! 

You do not know me...your enemy has been born”. After some 

time that mountain has become famous with the name Nanda 

Devi mountain and Nanda Devi’s deify has started.   

 

2. Conclusion 

Bhagwati Nanda’s marriage with Shiva and the ceremonial 

jubilation and celebration creates an atmosphere of ‘Param 

Anand’ through Nanda Devi jagar at Nauti temple. Hence, in 

this way there are many narratives of Nanda Devi in Nauti 

Nanda Devi temple which explores blissfulness as well as the 

pain and suffering. Willaim S. Sax in his book ‘The blurb of 

mountain goddess’ says. 

Every few decades, thousands of Hindu villagers in the 

Central Himalaya of North India carry their regional goddess 

Nanda Devi in a bridal palanquin to her husband Shiva’s home 

in the snows. A ritual dramatization of the post marital journey 

of married women from their natal villages to those of their 

husbands, this pilgrimage leads the travelers over the 

Himalayan ice-fields, past a show bound lake surrounded by 

human bones. 

 

3. References 

1. Oakley ES. Holy Himalaya: The Religion, Traditions and 

Scenery of a Himalayn province (Kumaun and Garhwal), 

General books; Memphis, Tennessee, USA pubishers, 

2010, 111. 

2. Sax, William S. The blurb of mountain goddess, Oxford 

university press, 1998, 85. 

3. Sax, WilliamS, Mountain Goddess, Oxford university 

press, 1991, 58-112. 

4. Benjwal Ramakant, Nanda Devi: The Goddess of 

Uttarakhand, Winsar Publisher-Dehradun, 2013, 2-5. 

5. Interview-Shri Dhan Singh ji, Vill-Lata. Dist-Chamoli, 

Age-67 yrs Purvasi Journal- Laxmi Bhandar, Almora, 

edition, 92-97. 


